Special Group
Recognition License Plate

APPLICATION GUIDE
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Frequently Asked Questions

Introduction

How many license plates
may be issued per year?

Wha is eligible to participate
in the program?

Apphication Gude (Rev, 2/403)

T]tu Speeial Recogmition License Plate program was designed to
recognize groups, which have made significant civie, community, and
charitable contributions in Indiana or are descendants of native or
proneer residents of Indiana under 1692132170

Now in s eleventh year of existence, the program has crown 1o more
than 43 sroups:

This CGhadebook outhimes the procedures that need o be followed
when applying to paracipate in the Special Recogninon License Plate
Program.

According 1o 140 [TAC 2-4-1{h); The Bureaw of Motor Velueles may.
m s dhserenon, lnut the number of new special group recognition
plate types authorized invany one (1) year or years to regulate the pro-
liferation of special group recegnition plate tvpes due 1o the follow-
INL CONCErs;

(1) Proliferauon of special group recogmition plate types makes
proper dentification of velucles by Jaw enforcement officers and
ather mdivaduals more diflicel

{2) Preliferation weakens the distinetion of special 2roup recogni-
tion plates for deserving organizations which bave previously
guitlilied [ov special proup stalus,

(31 Proliferation adversely effects the efficient distribution of license
plates through the license branch system operated by the Burcau
of Motor Vebicles Commission,

An orpanization wishing to participate in the special group recogni-
tion license plate program must indicate to the Boreaw of Motor Ve-
liicles its mtent 1o be included in the special group recognition license
plate program no later than Mareh 31 of the caleéndar vear immedi-
ately preceding the calendar vear the special group recognition plates
are 1o be issued.

Uhe fallowing reguirements nmust be met:

®  The organization or group shall be non-profit,

e The organization or group shall be based. headquartered or have
i chapter m Indiana.

®  The orpanization or proup shall be non-recreational.
®  The organization or group his made stgmficant contributions to
the United States; Tndiang, or the groups commumty;

* O are descendants of patve or praneer residents of Indana,
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Frequently Asked Questions (Continued)

How can | apply?

Your application letter must be submitted by March 31 and
include the tollowing:

« & & » @

A deseription of the organmzation,

The phitosophy or nussion statement of the orgamzation

The length of tme the organizotion has been in existence,

The number of active members m the orgamezanon,

The orpanization’s ungue sigmificance o Indiana,

A statement of the proup’s objectives in obtainmy a Special Ree-

egnition License Plate. (Wiar de vou hope to acconplish by the

isstianee of Hos plate?)

A sworn slatlement from an avthorized officer of the organization

which altfirms that, w the best knowledee of such officer, the or-

sanization docs nol discriminate on the basis of age, race, color,

refigion, sex, national origin or disability in contravention of any

federal, state or local law, regulation, decree or order m the selee-

ton of ity members, 1ts civie aclivities; or 185 services provided o

the COTHIRINITY 1T SETVES,

Astatement of the arganization”s intended use of the funds, i

any, raised through the sale of the plate.

A cerufied copy of the orgamzaton’s charter or articles of incor-

POEALIoN.

A color drowing of the prelinunary license plate design,

A statement describing the active membership of the orgamzation

whe would be eligible for the speeial group recognition license

plate.

Documentation of not-For-profit status as evidenced by

a)  Acdeterminaton letter from the Internal Revenue Service
(letter @47 or equivalent) as to qualification for excmplion
Trom taxaton under Section 301 of the Internal Revenue
Cole; o

bl A photocopy of a Not-for-Profit Tax Registration Certificate
issued by the Indiana Department of Revenue or Registered
Rewul Mercham Certificate (displayving not-for-profit nume
ber). Wrtten documentation or other informaten that the
Burean of Maotor Yehicles deems necessary to determine
whether the oreanzation gualities for special group recopni-
tion slalus.

Pending application approval; the follewing must be submitted no
later than July 31

A 56000 Surety Bond
A petition signed by 500 individuals whoe will purchase yvour or-
panization's license plate,

such other documentation or other informanon that the Bureau of
Motor Vehicles deems necessary to determime whether the or-
panizaton gualilies for special group recognition status.
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Frequently Asked Questions (Continued)

How can | apply? ; i
PRy A group requestmg participation may be asked to prove 1o the

sutisfaction of the BMV that it is a separate, unigue organization with
an independently verifiable number of members, by providing to the
BV the names and addresses of all members of the group at the
tume of application for inclusion in the proeram, and at any later time,;
upon the written request of the BMY,

Applicaton Cuide ¢Rev 2003) Page 5



Detailed Requirements

Signed Petition =
*  Subsequent o petition approval by the bureau, but no tater than

July 31st of the calendar vear immediately preceding the calen-
dar year the special recognition license plales are 10 be issued, the
organization must subnut to the bureaw a list of the names and
addresses ol all persons whao have submitted apphications 1o the
arganization for the group’s proposed special recognition license
plate,

® Intheevent the orgamzation’s petition s approved but the or-
sanization cannot provide the Burean of Motor Vehicles with the
list-of apphcants in the numbers required by the due dace, the or-
panization may request mowriting, no later than thirty (30) days
subsequent 1o the due date, a one (1) fime one (1) year extension
to obtaim a suilicient number of applicants desiring to purchase
U proposed special group recognition plate,

® [ the oreanzaton fails to request an extension, or s still unable
to submnit a hst with acsuflicient number of applicants at the con-
clusion of the one (1) vear extension, the petition angmally filed
by the orgamezation will no longer be vald,

o The list submitted to the burcaun must comtan no less than five
hundred applicants,

*  Submission of & list containing one (1) or more names of indi-
viduals who have not actually applied for the plate will be
grounds Tor rejections of the proposed special group recogni-
tion license plate. (This personal information will not be re-
leased by the Bureau of Motor Vehicles.)

Bond Requirements & The organzzation must submit 2 bond issued by a surety com-
pany, a cash bond or an rrevocable letter of credit after the mu-
mum of 300 authorzations have beea issued but before the plates
are ordered. The bond must be i a total amount of six thousand
dollars (56,000} and may not be cancelled without ten (10} days
prior notice ta the bureau.

& Inthe event the new special group recopnition hcense plates are
muanufactured and less than fve hundred (500) such plates are
sold in the first year of ssuance, the bond must be conditioned
for payments 1o the bureau according to the tollowing fornmla
| 500 — number of plates sold x 512,00,

*  [{ five hundred such plates have been sold in the first year of issu-
ance the bond will be returned 1o the organzation.

Plate Design Your organzation s responsible for the development of the plate de-
sigrie A preliminary design muost be submitted at the nme pennon 15
made. The design will be reviewed for content and adherence o the
plate guidelines,

A stacked alpha combimation and up 1o four numencs s the format for
a Bpeaial Recogninon License Plate number.  The BMV will wy 1o
accommodate specific alpha requests. However, we reserve the right
to select and assign alpha combmations.
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Detailed Requirements (Continued)

Group Coordinator

Marketing

Verification of Customer
Eligibility

Loss of Status

Application Ciuide (Rev. 2/03)

CGinee a petiton has been approved, a group coordinator must be des-
tgnated by your organizanon to oversee all aspects of the program and
serve as a liaison with the Burean of Motor Vehicles,

Therr responsthilitees include ensuring that afl deadlines are met and
established procedures are followed.

Your group accepis FULL RESPONSIBILITY for the marketing of
yOUr preanization’s license plates,

Copies af all prowrotional material witl be reviewed by e BMY for
content and adlierence to the guidefines before they are distributed.,

The Bureau of Motor Vehicles will assume no responsibility for solv-
ing problems that occur as a result of the distobution of unapproved
materals,

Mo marketing miaterial will be displaved in Bureau of Motor Vehicles
license branches, unless 115 specifically sanctioned hy the Bureau,

The group 1s responsible for the venfication of applicant eligibility
based on the requirements established by your oreanization. This is
accomphshed throueh the 1ssuance of VALIDATED authorization
forms,

All suthonzation forms should be completed with the applicant’s
name, address, city and @2ip code. The authonzation form must be is-
sucd inthe name that appears an the vehicle registration.

According 1o Indiana Code 9-18-25-13 - The burcau shall terminate
an organization’s qualification for the special group license plate pro-
gram and no further special group recognition license plates shall be
issued for an organization if less than two thousand (2,000) of the or-
sanization's special group lcense plates are sold or renewed in the
first four {4) years of the five (3} vear period beginnmyg the earlier of
Janwary |, 2002, or Janvary | of the year in which the organization's
special proup license plate s first 1ssued.

The bureau shall reevaluate the organization’s qualification for the
special group license plate program every five (3) vears therealler,
The hurean shall termmnate the orgamezation’s qualilicaton for the spe-
cral group hicense plate program and no further special group recogm-
tiem Heense plates shall be 1ssued foran ergantzation if less than two
thousand (2,000 of the orgamzatons special group license plates are
sold or renewed in the firsi four (4} years ot a subsequent live (3) year
period,

Page 7



Detailed Requirements (Continued)

Loss of Status [f an erganization fails to meet the BMV s requirements, qualification
{continued) to participate in the special recognition license plate program shall be
terminated and no further license plates shall be issued.

The failure of an organization to meet the requirements of this rule
miay be considered when reviewing any subsequent petitions for par-
ticipation m the special recognition license plate program,

Contacts [ you have any questions or require further assistance you may
contact,

Special Plates Adninistrator

Telephone - (317) 233-2514
Fax - (317) 233-0033
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